
Units III & IV 

The basics of what you need to 
remember! 



How do cultural 
traits diffuse? 
Hearth: the point of 
origin of a cultural 
trait. 

Contagious 
diffusion 

Hierarchical 
diffusion 



Assimilation  

•  Forcing the local culture into the 
Popular culture (mainstream)  



Local/Folk vs. Popular Culture 
•  Local/Folk 

–  Occurs at small 
Scale 

–  Makes Group unique 
–  Fights to stay unique  

•  Popular 
–  Occurs at Large 

(national/international) 
scale 

–  Spreads outward, 
usually at the expense 
of local culture 



With Distance Decay, the 
likelihood of diffusion 
decreases as time and 
distance from the hearth 
increases. 

With Time-Space 
Compression, the likelihood 
of diffusion depends upon 
the connectedness among 
places. 



Interfaith 
Boundaries - 
divide space 
between 2 or 
more religions 



Intrafaith boundaries - divide space within one 
religion, often among denominations 



Conflicts related to Multilingualism 





Word of Advice!!! 

•  Even though Culture is such a large unit, 
there are very few questions about it on 
the AP test.  

•  Knowing a few basics can help: types of 
diffusion; basic ideas about main religions, 
languages, gender and ethnicity etc.   



Unit IV: Political 
Organization of Space 



•  State: is a defined territory with a 
permanent population and full sovereignty 
over internal and foreign affairs 

•  Nation: group with a common culture 
•  Nation-state: a country whose population 

possesses a substantial degree of cultural 
homogeneity and unity. 

•  Stateless nation: is the case of an ethnic 
group of people without a state 

•  A microstate (or mini-state) is a sovereign 
state having a very small population or 
very little land area  



•  Centripetal forces: forces within the 
state that hold it together  

•  Centrifugal forces: forces that divide a 
state or destabilize it 

•  Devolution: when regions within a state 
gain political strength and growing 
autonomy at the expense of the central 
government (ex: Scotland, USSR, 
Northern Ireland) 





Mexico City, Mex. Jakarta, Indo. 

Paris, Fr. Ouagadougou, B.F. 



Wallerstein’s Core-Periphery 
Model 

Core  
Processes that incorporate higher 

levels of education, higher 
salaries, and more technology  

* Generate more wealth in the 
world economy  

Semi-periphery  
Places where core and periphery 

processes are both occurring. 
Places that are exploited by the 
core but then exploit the 
periphery.  

* Serves as a buffer between core 
and periphery  

Periphery  
Processes that incorporate lower 

levels of education, lower 
salaries, and less technology  

* Generate less wealth in the world 
economy  



•  Reapportionment: after every census; every state 
gets at least 1 representative 

•  Redistricting: redrawing district boundaries after 
census if pop. changes, meant to maintain equality 
–  Can sometimes go bad and turn into:  

•  Gerrymandering: boundaries of districts are redrawn 
to advantage a particular political party or candidate or 
to prevent or ensure a loss of power to a particular 
subpopulation  



•  Supranationalism: A separate entity 
composed of three or more states that forge 
an association and form an administrative 
structure for mutual benefit in pursuit of 
shared goals. 

•  Remember examples: UN, EU, NAFTA etc.  







Other things to remember! 

•  Types of borders and boundaries 
•  Examples of nations, states, nation-

states, stateless nations, microstates. 
•  Examples of countries for territorial 

morphology  


