Urban Geography

Rank-Size Rule

The ​principle that many things all over the ​world, for ​example the ​sizes of cities and how ​rich ​people are, ​follow the same ​pattern in relation to their ​rank on a ​list:

According to the rank-size ​rule, a ​rank 2 city would have ½ the population of a country’s largest city and a rank 3 city would have ⅓ the ​population of a country's largest city, a ​rank four city would have ¼ the ​population of the largest city, and so on.
 For example, let's say that the largest city in Texas is Houston, and the second biggest is Dallas
Houston = 2.2 million people then.... Dallas = 1/2 of 2.2 million people (because they are the 2nd)

Primate City

Primate cities exist in areas where the rank-size rule does not apply. Primate cities are cities that are disproportionately larger than all other cities in that region; these cities are normally the biggest contributor to the overall economy in that area or could possibly be one of few cities stimulating the economy.

One good example is Mexico City, Mexico.

As an "alpha" global city, Mexico City is one of the most important financial centers in North America.  
 We can see from the chart that Mexico City has a much greater number of people than the surrounding cities, making it a primate city; Mexico City is also Mexico's center of trade, economics, commerce, politics, culture and social areas. This makes sense because it houses the most people out of Mexico.

